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Who speaks for U. SP f 


Who “speaks ‘and acts for this} 
country abroad — the State De- 
partment or the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA)? When infor- 
mation is distributed overseas, is it 
truthful? 

The questions are raised by thet 


disclosure last spring of the CIA’s}\ 


covert propaganda operation 
abroad and Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger’s comments last 
week about that operation, 
_Kisslager was questioned about the 
-|ssue during his appearance at the 
annual meeting of the National 
Conference of Editorial Writers. 
Here is the exchange: is 

Question: The Church committee 
reported that the U.S. has an 
extensive covert propaganda 
eperation abroad. This involves 
having hundreds of foreign journal- 
ists on the U.S. payroll and the 
planting of false and misleading in- 
formation, some of which unavoid- 
ably is picked up and published in 
this country.... Would you tell us 
why you think such covert propa- 
ganda activity is desirable and 
whether you would consider having 
it discontinued? 

Kissinger: Well, 1 don’t believe 
that putting” toisleading informa- 
‘tion out as news is ever justifiable. 

‘The problem arises that in many 
warts of the world, the media are 
lominated by or heavily influenced 
Dy foreign powers that are hostile 
fo us, and where some attempt is 
made to get our point of view 
across, But I would not accept this 
x3 Saying that it is ever justified to 
aut out misleading information. I 
would think that any information 
that is placed through any 
American governmental organiza- 
-ion should be such that jt could be 
sublisked here without oct 
he American public. 
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* Quessiea: So you disagree with 
the practice? .. 
-{ Kissinger; - I disagree with iia 
“practice. oF ‘placing misleading in- 
for. mation into foreign newspapers. 
4 Question: Do you have the power | 
‘fo order that [stopped]? 
Kissinger: Iam not sure I have. 
it it was done in the past I doubt 
‘yery seriously that it is being done 
‘foday.: Se 
i Kissinger’s denunciation of ‘the 
“use of phony: stories. is welcome, 
vout the doubis he expressed that 


‘the - - practice is continuing are 
vague and not reassuring. A. 
spokesman for the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee noted that a 
secretary of state cannot publicly 
acknowledge that his country is 
planting false stories in another 
country’s newspapers, 

The CIA refuses to describe its 
covert propaganda activities. A 
spokesman for the agency said that 
if the agency admitted or denied 
that it distributed phony stories 
abroad it would violate the law 
against disclosing intelligence 
“sources and methods.” 

Americans thus are confronted 
with the spectacle of a secretary of 


State denouncing a practice 


bearing on foreign policy that in all 
probability is being. engaged in 
abroad by another agency of goy- 
ernment, 

The Church Committee’s report 
on covert propaganda was heavily 
edited by the CIA, bnt even so the 
conclusion is unmistakable from ! 
the report that the CIA’s tactics | 
include the planting of false and 
misleading information The report 


——. 


emphasizes that there is no way to 


prevent such misinformation from 
being picked up and reprinted in 
this country. There is no reason to 
beljeve that the CIA has altered the 
nature of its covert propaganda ac-. 


report. 
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“A supplementary an dealing | 
in detail with the CIA’s use of the 
media was prepared by the Charch 


Committee but never released | 


the public. This document has heen 
filed with the Senate and is 


Javailable only to senators. The | 


report is believed to contain a lot of 
jnformation about the ways the 
GIA has manipulated the media 
‘Ind public opinion. — 
Americans have a right to know 
hether their government is 
ngaged in polluting the foreign 
nd U.S. news meilia, Kissinger’s 
tatement that it is never justified 
to put ont misleading information 
nakes it incumbent on the govern- 
ment to provide assurance that it is 
not being done. A good place to 
start in giving Americans the facts 
is to make public the secret Church’ 
Cornmmittee report on the CIA's, 
covert propaganda activities. 
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